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Submission from Anna Coulson 
 

 Question 1: Tell us about your experience of applying to a Scottish 
university, whether you gained a place or not? What could be changed 
about the applications process to ensure equality of opportunity? 

Each time I have applied to the UHI I have gained a place. I have 
applied a few times for different courses since leaving school and 
finally settling on health and social care. I have been accepted to all 
courses I have applied too. For the me, the application process is 
straight forward and I managed fine. 
 

 Question 2: If you have studied at a Scottish university as an 
undergraduate, were there any barriers which stopped you taking full 
advantage of your time at university, please tell us about them? (for 
example, access extracurricular activities, using all university facilities, 
joining student life etc.) 

My own stresses can be a barrier and in another collage the learning 
support team didn't help at all - I felt down too their lack of knowledge 
when It came too Autism. At Moray UHI they have helped me a lot and 
I am getting on much better. 

 
 Question 3: If you studied at a Scottish university did you achieve the 

qualification you wanted? If not, tell us why you think that was (for 
example, did any barriers hold you back from achieving your full 
potential etc.) 

 
At Moray collage last year, I did. I was awarded an A.  However, at 
Inverness collage, the same course, I was asked to leave due to my 
stress levels and that I would not be able to sit the final exam. Despite 
me telling them I was fine and I have coping mechanisms to help me 
get through these meltdowns and of course, I know myself. I did end up 
having to leave the course at that time, only 5 weeks toward the end. I 
was then billed for my bursary and when asked why (as I was asked to 
leave) they told me that I decided to leave on my own accord.  
At the start of this same year, I asked my mum to call the collage to 
find out course start dates, I am not very good at using the telephone, a 
lecturer then asked my mum why someone with autism would want to 
be a nurse. 
As I've said, I then went on to do the same course again, in Moray 
collage and left with an A. They are extremely supportive and helpful. 
They are always their to listen and help, not just me but anyone.  I am 
still studying at Moray and still receive the same level of exceptional 
support. 
It may be different know at Inverness and many others may have had a 
better experience, this is just mine. 
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 Question 4: Did studying at a Scottish university help to improve 
your chances of successfully gaining employment, please tell us 
about your experience? 
 

The only thing I did gain from studying at Inverness collage was my 
current employment as this is where I did my placement. They liked me 
so much, they kept me on.   

 


